erect branches bearing
female flowers spread
open after fertilization

branches remain after

flowers fall off

branches in whorls

(arranged in a circle

around stem)

Height: to 10 ft

Wild Rice

female flowers hug branches
and fall off easily

Flowering Period:
June-Sept

straw-colored to
purplish, drooping
male flowers

Habitat: tidal fresh marshes and slightly brackish marshes,
inland marshes, shallow waters and stream borders

Hlustration represents upper portion of plant
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large, flat, tapered
leaves with rough
margins,
to 48” long and 2”
wide

drooping
male flowers

plant
portion
(actual size)

Technical Name: Zizania aquatica
Common Name: Wild Rice

female flowers

emerging
inflorescence
(flower cluster)

stout stem
with

distinctive
nodes \

Family Name: Poaceae (formerfy Gramineae)

Distinctive Characteristics:

Flowers: large, many-branched inflorescence,
erect female flower branches are above arching male branches
Stems: tall, stout, with distinctive nodes

erect branches of )
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